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A penetrating look inside an armored cavalry regiment -- the technology, the strategies, and the

people . . . profiled by Tom Clancy.His first non-fiction book, Submarine, captured the reality of life

aboard a nuclear warship. Now, the #1 bestselling author of Clear and Present Danger and Without

Remorse portrays today's military as only army personnel can know it. With the same compelling,

you-are-there immediacy of his acclaimed fiction, Tom Clancy provides detailed descriptions of

tanks, helicopters, artillery, and more -- the brilliant technology behind the U. S. Army. He captures

military life -- from the drama of combat to the daily routine -- with total accuracy, and reveals the

roles and missions that have in recent years distinguished our fighting forces. Armored Cav

includes:Descriptions of the M1A2 Main Battle Tank, the AH-64A Apache Attack Helicopter, and

moreAn interview with General Frederick FranksStrategies behind the Desert Storm

accountExclusive photograph, illustrations and diagramsPLUS: From West Point cadet to Desert

Storm commander . . . an interview with a combat cavalry officer on the rise.
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Its hard to compress more information in one small book than Clancy has done in Armored Cav, if

you want to quibble with details write your own book and do better! Clancy has to take what he's

been given and make an educated opinion of things to say what he has to say. He is wrong about

the M551 Sheridan and the BFV for example, but that's ok, he has no direct personal

experience.This is a good REFERENCE book to quickly educate whoever it is you are teaching,

which includes America's Soldiers who are still taught by rote memorization their specific tools and

not the context of the modern battlefield--Clancy expresses the heavy fight here better than anyone

so far. This is a fight with an armor versus firepower versus mobility struggle at its core, and its

equipment driven. His biggest failing is not starting with the tracked tank in WWI and progressing

through to Vietnam and giving us the historical context of Cavalry and how light tanks and tracked

APCs in the jungles of Southeast Asia rumbled all over the countryside and trounced the enemy

with light casualties. He avoids this controversy seeking instead to "plant the seeds" of a lighter,

more rapidly deployable air-cavalry by describing the M8 "Buford" Armored Gun System as a

replacement for the M551 Sheridan light tank, and conveniently not mentioning the latter was

parachute airdropped into combat by the 3/73d Armor BN attached to the 82d Airborne Division for

Panama. He then doesn't even mention the M8 in Airborne!, his other non-fiction U.S. Army book.

This is a serious oversight.
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